
Release from the European Network against the Marketisation and Privatisation of Health 
and Social Welfare 

 
Warsaw, 7 October 2012 

 
Europe is in a health emergency! 

The economic and health crisis is getting worse. Privatization and marketisation of health is gathering 

pace, leaving a large part of the population without access to healthcare. Hospital, maternity service 

and nursing home closures are on the increase. The extent of the damage is exceptionally serious, 

especially in Greece, Spain, Poland and Portugal and threatens the very notion of solidarity-based 

healthcare and social welfare. It confirms that no European country or population is safe from 

austerity policies such as backed up by the budget Stability Pact, under the pretext of debt.      

On 12 and 13 May 2012, trade unions, political parties, groups defending users, public health and 

social welfare and others from different European countries came together around a statement in 

Nanterre and called to gather and demonstrate around the week of 1st to 6 October, to reject this 

social decline. 

Participants in the large-scale demonstrations in Warsaw on 5 October, in Madrid and Athens on 6 

October and the hundred or so gatherings, occupations or other initiatives in health facilities or on 

the streets, among others in Belgium, Great Britain, France and Italy showed the anger of users, 

citizens and healthcare professionals and their determination to fight against the commodification of 

health and the power of pharmaceutical trusts throughout this week of action. 

The participants in the Warsaw Conference of 6 and 7 October 2012 wish to reaffirm their rejection 

of growing and often irrevocable austerity, their rejection of the privatization and marketisation of 

healthcare, the charging and cherry-picking of patients and the looting of social welfare by 

multinationals. The Conference denounces the fast-growing insecurity in healthcare employment, 

increased layoffs and job cuts, the downgrading of terms of employment and the spread of the self-

employed status. 

All this contributes to deteriorating quality of care and goes against access to care in an ever-broader 

swathe of populations, worsening their living conditions.   

The conference also warns users, professionals, elected representatives and others of the need to 

widen, coordinate and expand these protest actions to rise up to the challenges posed by these 

national and European policies.   

For its part, the Warsaw Conference has decided to make every effort to urgently support the Greek 

people, denouncing the conditions imposed on Greece by the European Union, in each country and 

at the EU level and to organise actions around the vote in the Greek Parliament on a “third 

memorandum” in two years.  

We will make sure the voice and the determination are heard of those struggling across Europe for 

solidarity-based healthcare and social welfare at all the meetings of the European and global social 

movement as well as at key dates on national political calendars.  

The Conference decided that from 11 to 17 March 2013 it will launch a coordinated European week 

of awareness-raising and health worker and public action against the privatisation and marketization 

of the health and social welfare system in all health facilities, workplaces and other locations and 

directed at the media and elected bodies.  


